
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2020 

Welcome to the March edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

   Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

Well, friends, these are extraordinary times, aren’t they?  Even since our last newsletter our 

lives are radically altered.  But in what sense are they altered?  We can’t meet together or 

worship in our churches, we can’t ride out with friends and congregate in a café for coffee 

and cake,  we can’t wander around heedless of others, we can’t go away for a holiday, etc. 

But these things, as important as they are to us and as difficult it is to forego them, are ‘side 

shows’ to the main ‘event’ in our lives.   

In this psalm are eternal statements about our God and our relationship with Him.  We urge 

you to reflect and meditate on these words and pray into them with us.  And we pray for our 

neighbours, our nation and our world.  This pandemic has brought extreme pain to our 

world. We pray for healing and mercy.  May God bless us all. 



The following notes are taken from the minutes: 
 
Proposal 1: 

That Gloucester Branch reinstates an at least quarterly business 
meeting for event planning, news, and prayers.  This is 
irrespective of branch meeting taking place i.e. Ignition.   

Proposed :  Liz Robertson 
Seconded:  Alan Robertson 
It was felt that the Branch was missing this type of meeting, as it has been 
superseded by the Ignition meetings.  It is useful for planning, praying and event 
planning.  Other than that we have special meetings for specific events like 
Hogging the Bridge and Cassington.  However, it was felt that this was not regular 
enough.  There was the hope that we might be able to pray at Ignition but this did 
not happen as there was just not enough time.  
  
Colin suggested that we have the meeting after a church visit.  We could find a 
church near the area we wish to have the meeting, then lunch, meet and pray. 
 
Therefore is was agreed that a prayer meeting and a meeting to set the agenda on 
a three monthly basis.  
 
All were in favour and said aye. 
 

Editors note:  this was added to the events calendar for Easter Monday when we will have been 

to the Coleford Festival of Transport.  Of course, this is now cancelled. 

 

 Proposal 2: 

That the Gloucester Branch business meetings are split between 
‘The Ark’ in Wotton and Lenchwood Christian Centre in Evesham. 

Proposed :  Alan Robertson 
Seconded :  Liz Robertson 
 
The reason for this is that all branch members, now spread over 3 counties, can all 

access meetings. 
Re-worded proposal: The Gloucester Branch business meetings are held around 
the region ideally using ‘The Ark’ in Wotton and Lenchwood Christian Centre in 
Evesham on occasion, but not exclusively. 
 
All in favour said aye. 

The Gloucester branch held it’s AGM on Saturday 7th March. 

Here’s what happened: 



 

Proposal 3: 
Gloucester Branch studies the CMA Spiritual Growth Course during 

the next year.   
Proposed :  Colin Wright 
Seconded:  Alan Robertson 
The CMA workbook is the one that CMA UK would like us to do.  Colin found it very 
helpful and useful when he was present at the meeting when Alan and Liz took 
Bristol branch members through the workbook.  It could help us to grow spiritually 
and faithfully as a group.  Some of it would be individual study, some of it in a 
group.  Individual study is good but when we come together as a group we can 
discuss and share experiences.  Alan has looked at the book.  There are 9 
chapters and the video is 30 - 45 minutes.  It could therefore be done in chunks of 
three.  It could be done at business meetings.  It does not matter how long it takes 
to complete the course as long as it is started in the following year.  As a bit of 
background, it was produced in South Africa which makes some of the videos 
‘interesting’.  This is just the study it is not the work book that needs to be 
completed to become a branch member. 
5 in favour said aye 2 abstained. 
 
Editor’s note:  Colin has written more about why he felt this would be good for the branch: 
 

“As a Christian organisation, it is a requirement of the CMA, that to be a Member you have to 

complete a workbook to show an understanding of the responsibility you have as a Christian. 

In addition to this there is a Spiritual Growth Course. This is not mandatory but desirable to 

participate in. 

It doesn’t matter how far along the road you are in your Christian journey, whether just starting, 

or well along the road (50 years for me) l found that there were still things in this course for me. 

We are always learning. 

It was decided at the branch AGM to do this course, which I am greatly looking forward to.    

This course was originally written and used by CMA South Africa and is accompanied by a DVD. 

Things got really interesting in the DVD, when the South African CMA member who was 

speaking got really excited and would express the next few sentences in Afrikaans!” 

 

Proposal 4: 
Gloucester Branch ‘tithes it’s time’ at one event where we are 

servant hearted in the community. 
Proposed Alexandra Dyer 
Seconded Stewart Dyer 
 

Continued on the next page 

 

Gloucester Branch AGM report continued : 



Alexandra’s thinking was that Gloucester Branch are not really seen out and 

about in the community.  In her experience people have not heard of the CMA, 

they do not know who we are or what we do.  If they see our crosses they may 

not have an opportunity to ask us about it.  Not everyone is able to attend a 

church visit to hear about us.   

So in light of this she made the proposal.  The tithe part is just an expression.  

It's more about giving our time and being available and present at a community 

event.  The amount of time will not be clocked as such so there is no need to 

make calculations for the amount of time that we shall be giving at the event.  

The event does not even need to be motorcycle related.  Its more about the 

giving and being servant hearted in our local community.  There are some 

members and supporters who already volunteer their time locally and 

nationally.  However, not everyone has that opportunity.  So this proposal was 

to enable us and give us all an opportunity to give our time and to do something 

that will be of benefit to the local community. 

 

As Christians we are tasked to be servant hearted.  This proposal will 

hopefully allow us to be present in the community and fulfill our own personal 

yearning to do something as a Christian and a biker. 

 

Lots of events were suggested.  Alan suggested running a control point for the 

National Rally. Brian’s church has a fete we could be of service at, there is a 

Bible Society bicycle ride and Gloucester Cathedral may have some events 

that we could help out with.  As yet we have not finalised which event we will 

supporting.  Brian will hopefully furnish us with the dates of his church fete 

that would dearly love to have our support.  Until then we will wait and see 

which opportunity we will be involved in. 

 

If you have a suggestion please do let us know. 

 

All were in favour and said aye. 
 

 

 

 

 

Gloucester Branch AGM report continued : 



 
Discussion: 
Review of Ignition Pilot: this was Proposal 9A last year for review in a 
year’s time 

Advertising – Brian had an interesting time whilst out and about putting the 
advertising out.  He managed 9 venues or so around the region.  He prayed with 
someone and found a barn with old bikes which he loved.   
Liz added that advertising not worth it as a method of bringing people along.  Most 
of the attendees came through personal invitation. 
Stewart contributed that the major route for advertising is online media and asking 
them (those with access to multimedia) to put the word out. 
It was also noted that Ignition really needs to go out on the Facebook page with 
reminders each month.   
We tried to answer the following questions 

 ‘Is this what the local biker community is looking for / needs?’ 
Would a different venue help?   
Is the church venue putting bikers off?   
Is Monday night the right night? 

After considering these questions reflecting on the pilot sessions it was decided 
that the pilot will be terminated at this point.  In a year’s time we will revisit the idea 
and see if it is worth revising, reviving and revisiting it.  In the coming year we will 
look to being more active in the biker community.   
 
Editor’s note:  
As a result of the discussion it was decided that although the Ignition meetings 
were to be suspended, pending discussion at the next AGM, that we would 
continue to be very active in the biking community in our region.  Obviously this is 
now not possible for the time being.  However, there was some reflection on the 
Ignition meetings which did work well.  It was decided that we would look to host 
one or two ‘bigger’ scale meetings, such as the evening we had a visit from Racing 
Preacher.  One of the lessons learnt was that personal invitations work best, rather 
than in response to posters and even online advertising. We would seek to find a 
suitable venue, as some had expressed their reservations about The Pavilions. 
 
 

 

Several branch members were not able to attend the AGM.   

If you wish to comment on any of the above reports from the AGM then please 

send them to the Editors: 

gloscma@gmail.com 

 

Gloucester Branch AGM report continued : 



 

From Colin Wright; 

Where do you turn? 

When things go wrong when you get out of bed… 

        …Where do you turn? 

When things go wrong, and you lose your head… 

        …Where do you turn? 

Do you turn to the drink – the short or the beer? 

Do you turn to frustration, then anger, then fear? 

Do you turn to someone you hope will hear? 

   Or do you turn to JESUS? 

 

There are two songs that remind me where my hope is in these troubling times. 

The first one I learnt in Sunday school nearly sixty years ago, but it is still relevant today. 

Out of the CSSM Chorus book: 

   On the victory side, on the victory side 

   No foe can daunt me, no fear can haunt me 

   On the victory side. 

   On the victory side, on the victory side 

   With Christ within, the fight we’ll win 

   On the victory side. 

The other song is: 

   When the road is rough and steep 

   Fix your eyes upon Jesus 

   He alone has power to keep 

   Fix your eyes upon Him. 

 

   Jesus is a faithful friend 

   One on whom you can depend 

   He will see you to the end 

   Fix your eyes upon Him. 

These are difficult and unprecedented times. 

Some of the branch have kindly shared their thoughts : 



 

 

From Brian Jenner; 

‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.’ 

Hebrews ch.13 v 8 

 

What a great hope and encouragement there is in this great verse!  Nothing, 

including Coronavirus, changes who God is and how much He loves us. 

Brian is using social media to keep in touch with his daughters and the wider 

family.  We are so blessed to live in this age where communication is easier than 

ever before 

One of the things Brian and his family are doing is to tune into a Sunday broadcast.  

From his church; Christchurch, Cheltenham.  Your church leadership teams may 

be broadcasting Sunday worship and/or daily messages of teaching and 

encouragement.  We can’t get together in our customary way.  It can be so easy, 

despite all the ways we have to stay in touch, to feel cut off and despondent and 

then find it difficult to keep close to God.  There’s plenty online:  for example, if you 

can’t access your local fellowship then the Archbishop of Canterbury broadcasts on 

Sundays. 

 

 

 

From Simon Richardson; 

‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,                                   

the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,                                           

who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.’ 

2 Corinthians ch1 v 3-4 

Simon comments: ‘He comforts…’   

In this brief statement there is a huge amount of faith, belief and hope.  

Furthermore, God is so gracious that He brings positive things out of difficult 

situations; we can pass on the comfort that God provides for us. 

 

 

 

Encouragement, when we need it most: 



From Liz; 

This is such a familiar psalm; most of us 

could quote it whole.  However, how long 

is it since you REALLY read it and 

meditated on it?  I urge you to spend some 

time in this precious psalm.  

I did just that with my church craft group 

last year.  It is such a blessing and a 

comfort.  

The middle verse is especially relevant in 

these dark times: 

‘Even though I walk through the darkest 

valley. I will fear no evil, for You are with 

me.’ 

Was there ever a time, in our lifetime, 

when our nation, our world felt like it 

walked through a dark valley?  Maybe you 

feel like that. Some versions say:’ I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of 

death…’. 

Come Lord, draw us close to You and help us to fix our eyes on You, for You are 

our comfort and where we dwell. 

 

 

From Alan; 

As I sit down to write this note to you I am reminded of the report that Liz and I 

read out at the AGM.  I’ve been thinking that the words seem very apt to the 

situation we’re all now in.  So to start with I’ll enclose the report from the AGM as I 

think some of you didn’t receive it: 

‘Whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not 

become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest  

if we do not give up. 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to the 

family of God.’ 

Galatians 5 v 8-10 

Encouragement, when we need it most: 



The other day we were both sent, separately, the above verse by a good Christian 

friend.  It struck us as being a narrative of our lives over the last year, but also that 

of the branch. 

We are all spiritual gardeners!  It feels that we have been called upon to ‘get our 

hands dirty’ this year. 

We were delighted that, as a couple, we were given the National Chair’s award at 

the National Rally (EMC in 2019) for services rendered to CMA UK since 1991, 

when we joined the organisation. We were so blessed by that. We haven’t worked 

over the years for public acknowledgement, but it was such an encouragement to 

receive the accolade from our CMA family. 

In November Mike asked us to step into the role of leading and guiding Bristol 

branch whilst they were without a Branch Chair.  This turned out to be MUCH more 

complicated than anticipated.  We ‘got our hands dirty’: working hard to support 

them and nurture them towards electing a new Chair and Secretary.   

Just prior to their AGM we got another call, this time about South Wales branch 

who are now without a leader. We will now support them, in conjunction with 

Penny, Bristol Chair, and both branches.  We’ll be getting ‘our hands dirty’ and 

‘sowing seeds’. 

The term ‘weary’ in our reading has great resonance with us at the moment.  We 

are weary. All our usual branch responsibilities continued while we had the extra 

duties and it’s been hard and, at times, felt unmanageable.  

As a branch we took the step of starting a monthly meeting at The Pavilions for a 6 

month period. It was hard work.  We’ll review and assess later in this meeting.  

We’ve continued to visit churches and committed to the weekly Bike Nites, as well 

as other local bike groups; sowing seeds. 

It’s been like preparing the soil ready for seeds to grow. Maybe not everything will. 

Actually, that’s not something that is in our control. We’re called to be ‘spiritual 

gardeners’. Like any gardener, you can work hard to prepare; try to create the right 

‘ingredients’ and conditions.  But, at the end of the day, we can’t demand that the 

seeds grow and bloom!  This is the part that we can only leave up to God. His 

timings and plans are what’s important. 

So we feel that in the past year we’ve been faithful in our gardening duties!  We’ve 

prepared the ground and planted seeds. It’s a lot of backbreaking work and we 

believe that we’ve been faithful in that as a branch and as Chair and Vice Chair.  

Alan’s encouraging words, continued: 



To see the harvest we must keep on.  That doesn’t necessarily mean to carry on 

doing the same things: we must seek God and ask His guidance. 

We are metereologically coming out of Winter and the ‘fallow’ period. We look 

forward to the warmth of Spring and the season to come. 

 

Now: 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit;  

apart from me you can do nothing.’ 

John ch15 v 5  

 

This came up in my daily readings this week.  In the light of the current crisis I felt 

that God was adding to the previous words of encouragement: 

 

We look forward to Spring each year and optimistically assume that it will bring 

warm and settled weather.  Maybe it used to, when we were children!  It may be 

climate change but these days Spring weather can be, at best, unpredictable and, 

at worst, catastrophic!  Only two years ago Liz and I had to cancel our Slimbridge 

rally in early April because the field was under water!  Not many Easters past we 

experienced SNOW whilst at the Coleford Festival of Transport on BH Monday! 

Spring can be disastrous for new green shoots and for fruit trees beginning to put 

on their Spring blossoms.  A sharp frost or a gale force wind will put back the 

growing season or impair it badly. 

We talked about being good gardeners, preparing the soil and praying for harvest. 

What is God saying to us now?  I believe that He wants to encourage us.  As we’ve 

just noted, Spring can be a testing time for gardeners and farmers.  He calls us to 

‘weather the storm’. How? By remaining in Him. If we do that then He is faithful: 

fruit will come.  

In this terrible time, when many people and nations are suffering grievously God 

calls His people to continue to walk closely with Him; to trust Him;  to pray and not 

give up.  Spring and harvest will come. But the world may not be the same again 

and we trust God to bring out of it the harvest He desires.  

Alan’s encouraging words, continued: 



 

 

 

 

 

 Sadly, due to the current Coronavirus crisis all gatherings have been banned 
by the UK Government in their measures to control the spread of the virus 
and protect the NHS and UK citizens.   
 
Of course, this means that all our usual biking activities are temporarily 
stopped.  This includes all our monthly bike club meets, which are all year 
round.  The main bike ‘season’ was about to get going for 2020 and the virus 
measures have had a profound effect on all of them.  Everything is cancelled 
or postponed.   Alan and Liz are sad that their Slimbridge event has also 
fallen victim to this but, of course, it can’t be helped.  The weekly Cotswold 
Bike Nites, which should have started now, are cancelled until further notice.  
We shall publicise any news of those when we receive it. 
 
Some bike events later in the year are, for the time being, are still showing as 
unaffected.   So far we have received no news of the Cassington Bike Night, 
at the end of June, and Hoggin the Bridge, on it’s new date in mid-August.  
Again, we shall keep an eye on their websites and let you know what the 
news is when we receive it. 
 
In the meantime:   
 
Let’s pray for our biking friends, many of whom do not know Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord.  Pray that in these dark times they will seek the God of 
light and hope. 
 
Hopefully, our big biking events such as Cassington and Hoggin the Bridge 
may still take place.  We can be praying now for the harvest. 
 
 

 
 

Here’s what’s happening in April 

Guess what .....?! 



 

 

 

 

PSALM 91. 
 

Please read the whole psalm. It is a confirmation that the Lord God is our hiding place. I want to 
concentrate on verse 2. 
 

Psalm 91:2 (Amplified Version) 
I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my Fortress, my God; on Him I lean and rely, 
and in Him I [confidently] trust! 
 

I was in Tesco's the other day, keeping my 2 metres distance when over the sound system came 
the song with the words "lean on me". How ironic I thought when we have to practise social 
distancing! 
But look at verse 2 above "on Him I lean and rely, and in Him I [confidently] trust"  
 

We can lean and rely on God when there is no other. When we are isolated. We can confidently 
trust in Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimony from members, supporters and friends give evidence to this : 
  

Items for Praise: 
  
Tony is at very high risk due to his liver transplant and the fact that he has little or no immunity, due to the 
medication he is on (for life) to stop his body rejecting his new organ! 
  
He has been allowed to work from home and no longer has to do site visits. Not only that but the family Helen works 
for as a live in carer, invited him to move into the 95 year old Christian clients home to be in isolation, along with the 
3 dogs and cat.  
  
On his arrival there was an M & S gift box with a rose bush, speciality tea bags and biscuits to welcome him, as well 
as extra shopping and dog and cat food (on the house) and rhubarb from their garden! 
  
Helen says: 
‘God has blessed us abundantly. Not only is this a time for reflection and also a time to realise that we don't need as 
much as we think! Just our loved ones near us, a roof and food on the table ( ....and toilet rolls!!) 
  
Praise God for His love and abundance in what could be worrying times!’ 

What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 



Praise God: 
 
Brian says:  
‘Praise God we have sold my Uncle's house. An Enfield trip to Hardwicke yesterday with the 
keys. Completion brought forwards two days to beat further possible restrictions. 
I can still reach my garden four miles from home mostly on the Enfield without meeting anyone 
other than my vulnerable ex work colleague through his window plus two metres. Food 
production starting in this garden too. 
We have been celebrating the Glory of God in Spring in our garden.’ 
 
Alan and Liz say: 
‘Many of you have been praying for our ’sidecarring’ friends Sally and Stuart.  They had a very 
serious accident on their ‘ETH’ outfit (like our black Triumph one), on 11th March in 
Aberdeenshire. It caused catastrophic injuries for both, especially Sally who was in the chair. 
She was in ICU.  Stuart had multiple fractures and damage to one eye and his spleen. 
Praise God that they are miraculously much better.  Stuart is now recovering at home in 
Nottingham. We’ve had a phone call with him and he is in his usual good spirits. Sally is still in 
hospital in Scotland. She has had several operations and there may be more.  However, Praise 
God, she is conscious and talking.   
Both these dear friends do not know Jesus, but they know that we, and the whole of CMA UK, 
have been praying for them.  They thank us and acknowledge how much it means to them. 
Thank you, friends, for continuing to pray for them. 
 

 
Items of prayer and petition: 
Continue praying for those CMA members, friends and family who: 
 

  Are still in hospital. 

  Are at home, but vulnerable due to ill health - both physical and mental 

 Are lonely 

 Have to cope with children home from school for an indefinite period. 

 Don’t know Jesus, the power of the Holy Spirit or do not have the assurance of the hope we 

know  

Pray for NHS and other essential workers and volunteers who are keeping us safe and 

supporting us in our time of need, whatever that may be. Pray that they may be kept healthy, 

refreshed and safe. Pray that the supplies that are needed are made available through God 

given means  

Thank you for your continued support in praying for the CMA, Locally; 
Nationally; and Globally. 
 

God bless 

Colin 

Prayer coordinator, Gloucester Branch 

 

 

  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

 

NEWSLETTER  APRIL 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  SUNDAY 26.4.20 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS THE BEST WE CAN DO TO HELP YOU  

WITH YOUR SELF-ISOLATION BOREDOM! 

Every blessing;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 


